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1 . REFTEL D TRANSMITTED THE TEXT OE THE ECOSOC RESOLUTION 
2041 (LXI) ON ILLICIT PAYMENTS. OPERATIVE PARAGRAPH 1 (B) OF 
THIS RESOLUTION CALLS FOR THE SELECTION OF AN EIGHTEEN-MEMBER 
AD HOC INTERGOVERNMENTAL WORKING GROUP. SINCE THE FIRST 
MEETING OF THIS WORKING GROUP IS SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER 1 1-15, 

IT WAS AGREED AT THE 6 1ST ECOSOC THAT THERE WOULD BE A RESUMED 
ECOSOC SESSION EARLY DURING THE 31ST UNGA TO SELECT THE MEMBERS. 
THE SECRETARIAT HAS NOW INFORMALLY ADVISED THAT THEY INTEND TO 
ANNOUNCE IN THE SEPTEMBER 13 JOURNAL THAT THE RESUMED SESSION 
WILL BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 24. 
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2. IT WILL PROBABLY BE DIFFICULT TO AGREE WITHIN REGIONAL 
GROUPS ON MEMBERSHIP IN THE WORKING GROUP WITHIN THE EIGHT- 
EEN-MAN FORMULA. FOR EXAMPLE, THIS WOULD ALLOW FOR ONLY SIX 
WEO MEMBERS (INCLUDING JAPAN). WHILE ONLY THE UK, JAPAN, 

AND THE NETHERLANDS HAVE OFFICIALLY INDICATED THEIR INTEREST 
IN SERVING ON THE WORKING GROUP, WE HAVE EVERY REASON TO 
RELIEVE THAT THE WEO QUOTA WILL BE OVERSUBSCRIBED. THUS, 

IT WILL PROBABLY REQUIRE CONSIDERABLE CONSULTATION WITHIN 
AND BETWEEN REGIONAL GROUPS TO FINALLY AGREE ON BOTH THE 
SIZE AND THE COMPOSITION OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP. (AFTER 
EIGHTEEN, THE NEXT FORMULA WOULD BE A TWENTY-SEVEN-MAN 
GROUP WITH ELEVEN WEO MEMBERS.) 

3. IT IS IN OUR INTEREST TO HAVE THE WORKING GROUP ESTAB- 
LISHED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IF THEY ARE IN FACT TO PRODUCE 
ANY CONCRETE RESULTS BY THE 63RD ECOSOC. AS INDICATED IN 
REFTEL A, THE U.S. HAS A STRONG PREFERENCE FOR A GROUP OF 
EIGHTEEN AS VOTED BY ECOSOC, BUT WE COULD ACCEPT EXPANSION 
TO TWENTY-SEVEN IF NECESSARY TO ACCOMMODATE WEO'S OR OTHER 
REGIONAL GROUPS. OF CRITICAL IMPORTANCE, HOWEVER, IS AS- 
SURING THAT NEW YORK WEO MISSIONS ARE INSTRUCTED PROMPTLY 
SO THAT WE CAN BEGIN THE PROCESS OF CONSUETATIONS IMMEDIA- 
TELY WITH THE HOPES OF REACHING AGREEMENT IN TIME FOR THE 
SEPTEMBER 24 RESUMED SESSION. WE DO NOT, HOWEVER, WISH TO 
GET INVOLVED IN THE QUESTION OF WHICH COUNTRIES SHOULD BE- 
COME CANDIDATES. USUN INTENDS EARLY NEXT WEEK TO URGE NEW 
YORK MISSIONS OF WEO COUNTRIES TO SEEK INSTRUCTIONS WITH A 
VIEW TO DECISION ON WESTERN CANDIDATES AT REGULAR WEO 
DELEGATION MEETING SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 18. WE WILL KEEP 
THE DEPARTMENT INFORMED OF DEVELOPMENTS SO THAT APPROACHES 
IN CAPITALS CAN BE ARRANGED IF NECESSARY. FOR THE MOMENT, 
HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE IT IS BEST TO PURSUE THE MATTER IN NEW 
YORK. 

BENNETT 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED ALL OECD POSTS. 
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